
‘Worship at home’  
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As we worship, we reflect on who we are 
as God’s people, whether we gather with 

others, or alone. This week we celebrate the 45th Anniversary 
of the Uniting Church and give thanks for communities of faith 
which have nurtured and grown disciples all through the ages. 

Light a candle as you reflect on the presence of Christ,  
with you always. 

 

Opening 
God’s ways are holy.  
God works wonders.  
God has led people all through the ages,  
and calls us into the future.  
As we listen for the voice of change  
may we be guided by the Spirit.  
Through the Spirit let us hear God’s call among us.  
And know God is with us, guiding us in this time and place.  

adapted from Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFUSION Pentecost 1 2016 
© Woodlake Publishing Inc 2015 

 

Reflect on the changes 
that have occurred in 

your lifetime in the 
church, and in our world.  

 

We are in a time of 
transition: our society has 
changed so much over the 
last 3 years, let alone the 

last 45 years since the Uniting Church came into being! We might 
pause to consider what it means to be God’s people in the world 
at this time, and where God might be leading us as the church.  
 

The prophet Elijah also lived in a time of transition, with drought, 
war, famine, political uncertainty and social change. After his 
encounter with God on Mount Sinai, renewing him and leading   1 



him on the next steps, he finds Elisha ploughing a paddock. Elijah 
calls Elisha to follow him and throws his cloak (mantle) over him 
to commission him into God’s work. This next Scripture comes 
towards the end of Elijah’s life, as he makes Elisha his successor. 
 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14  
When the LORD was about to 
take Elijah up to heaven in a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay 
here; the LORD has sent me 
to Bethel.” But Elisha said, 
“As surely as the LORD lives 
and as you live, I will not leave 
you.” So they went down to 
Bethel. Then Elijah said to 
him, “Stay here; the LORD 
has sent me to the Jordan.” 
And he replied, “As surely as 
the LORD lives and as you 
live, I will not leave you.” So 
the two of them walked on. 
Fifty men from the company 
of the prophets went and 
stood at a distance, facing the 
place where Elijah and Elisha 
had stopped at the Jordan. 
Elijah took his cloak, rolled it 
up and struck the water with 
it. The water divided to the 
right and to the left, and the 
two of them crossed over on 
dry ground. When they had 
crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, 
“Tell me, what can I do for you 
before I am taken from you?” 
“Let me inherit a double 

portion of your spirit,” Elisha 
replied. “You have asked a 
difficult thing,” Elijah said, “yet 
if you see me when I am 
taken from you, it will be 
yours—otherwise, it will not.” 
As they were walking along 
and talking together, 
suddenly a chariot of fire and 
horses of fire appeared and 
separated the two of them, 
and Elijah went up to heaven 
in a whirlwind. Elisha saw this 
and cried out, “My father! My 
father! The chariots and 
horsemen of Israel!” And 
Elisha saw him no more. 
Then he took hold of his 
garment and tore it in two. 
Elisha then picked up Elijah’s 
cloak that had fallen from him 
and went back and stood on 
the bank of the Jordan. He 
took the cloak that had fallen 
from Elijah and struck the 
water with it. “Where now is 
the LORD, the God of Elijah?” 
he asked. When he struck the 
water, it divided to the right 
and to the left, and he crossed 
over.        New International Version 
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The “double portion” was the portion of 
inheritance usually given to the firstborn son. 
Elisha asks to inherit Elijah’s spirit so that he 
can carry on God’s work in that place. After 
Elijah’s departure in the whirlwind and fire of 
God’s spirit, God empowers and enables 
Elisha to find his own calling in ministry. 

 

We sometimes use the term “picking up the 
mantle” to pass on a set of skills or leadership 
role to another. This story might prompt us to 

think about how we mentor people in ministry, helping them 
discover for themselves their unique gifts and calling.  
 

As you reflect on faith communities of which you have been a 
part, consider how traditions and roles are passed down over 
time. It is not always easy to hand over to another, knowing that 
they will not always continue the traditions or models of ministry 
that we value. We are a pilgrim people, and life is always 
changing. However, God seems to raise up leaders for every time 
and place. We trust that the spirit of God is always at work, in our 
church and our world, renewing, empowering, and transforming. 
 

The Church is a pilgrim people, always on the way towards 
a promised goal; …on the way Christ feeds the Church with 

Word and Sacraments, and it has the gift of the Spirit  
  in order that it may not lose the way.    Basis of Union 

Prayer  
Beckoning God, as you moved in the lives of Elijah and Elisha, 
move in our lives, inviting us to journey to unknown territory, 
to listen for your voice, and to speak your prophetic word 
in a world that does not always want to hear. 
Empowered by your Spirit, 
grant us the courage we need to journey, trust, listen, speak, 
and accept your commission to be your faithful servant people.  
And when the time comes for us to pass that responsibility on,  
may we do so graciously. Amen. 

~ adapted from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers 
© 2002 Consultation on Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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What are your hopes and 
dreams for the church  

as a community of faith  
into the future? 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Give thanks for those who have nurtured you in your faith, 
and pray for those who will continue  

to do seek God’s ways and do God’s work  
in this place into the future. 

 

God gives us a future, daring us to go 
into dreams and dangers, on a path unknown. 
We will face tomorrow in the Spirit’s power, 
we will let God change us, for new life starts now. 
 

We must leave behind us sins of yesterday, 
for God’s new beginning is a better way. 
Fear and doubt and habit must not hold us back; 
God gives hope and insight, and the strength we lack. 
 

Holy Spirit, teach us, how to read the signs 
how to meet the challenge of our troubled times. 
Love us into action, stir us into prayer, 
till we choose God’s life, and find our future there.    

Together in Song 687 
Words E.J. Smith 

Closing 
Go in peace; 
may you carry God’s Wisdom, 
speak forth God’s Word, 
and embody God’s Presence 
wherever you are. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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